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NCS Survey Inks Contract with SeeByte on Their Record-Breaking 
Technology 

 
Edinburgh, Scotland, 30 July 2009 - SeeByte, the global leader in creating smart 
software for unmanned underwater vehicles, is proud to announce that NCS Survey 
has chosen AutoTracker for their autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) fleet. The 
AutoTracker technology enables AUVs to detect and track a pipeline. This system 
will be integrated into both their recently acquired Gavia Offshore Surveyor AUVs 
rated at 500m and 1000m respectively. 
 
The system has already been extensively trialled in recent operations with a Gavia 
AUV in Iceland, with triumphant success. These trials have been followed with 
successful operations in Azerbaijan where NCS Survey, with support from Hafmynd 
and SeeByte, has been inspecting a number of pipelines in the landfall area. The 
advantages of using AUVs over conventional methods are many, but the quality of 
the data from an AUV is second-to-none. With AutoTracker, the AUV can be made 
to fly at a predetermined offset from the pipeline and the side-scan data can be 
kept in the sweet-spot for the duration of the survey. No other survey method can 
replicate this performance at the pace or cost of an AUV. 
 
NCS Survey’s CEO, Andy Gray said, “The AutoTracker software has been invaluable 
to us. The surface software makes planning missions really easy. If we couple that 
with the ability for the AUV to track the pipeline in real-time by itself it makes our 
Gavia Offshore Surveyor a great proposition to all our customers. Most importantly 
SeeByte’s safety culture is reflected in their processes and products.” 
 
John Stout, SeeByte’s Offshore Business Manager stated, “Over the last eight years 
we’ve listened carefully to ensure that the product was capable of meeting the 
requirements of the offshore industry and we are pleased to have achieved a 
successful partnership with NCS Survey and look forward to serving their future 
needs. We therefore will continue working closely with NCS Survey in order to 
further improve our offering to them as they grow their AUV fleet in the years to 
come.” 
 
 



IMAGES ATTACHED FOR SOLE USE WITH PRESS RELEASE: 
Image 1 Caption – Data gathered using SeeByte’s AutoTracker. 
Image 2 Caption – NCS deploying Gavia with SeeByte’s AutoTracker. 
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About SeeByte  
SeeByte was founded in 2001 in Edinburgh, Scotland with the aim of bringing to 
market the technologies designed at the world-class Ocean Systems Laboratory of 
Heriot-Watt University. OSL has a reputation of global excellence and is consulted 
by the world’s leading operators in the offshore, military and transportation sectors. 
 
Founding CEO David Lane had a vision to remarkably improve underwater 
operations by combining streams of sensor-derived data from remotely operated 
assets and create a single integrated picture that would deliver greater information 
and awareness of an inaccessible underwater situation/location. 
 
SeeByte’s smart technology was designed to make underwater vehicles fully aware 
of their operating environment and status, while enabling them to make optimum 
decisions about their actions –independently of any human operator. In essence, 
SeeByte creates smart software for unmanned underwater vehicles. 
 
The company’s flagship SeeTrack, equips these small submersibles with exceptional 
operating capabilities in a wide variety of roles, from identifying manmade 
underwater objects in frontline war zones to carrying out inspection and 
maintenance duties for the offshore oil and gas industry. 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Kristen Gucwa, +44 (0) 131 447 4200  
kristen.gucwa@seebyte.com 


