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IOCEANS '10 MTS/IEEE in Seattle

The OCEANS Conference, the yearly gathering of the community active in ocean engineering and

marine technology, was held in the Washington State Convention Center in Seattle, WA from 20 10 23

September. Although held in the far west of the United Slates, OCEANS showed great influence from

the Far East
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Keynote speakers were Nii
AlIoley Odunton, secretary-gen­
eral orlbe International Sea­
bed Authoril}'. UU Feng. deputy
director-general of lhe China
Ocean ~iineral Resources R&D
Association and Yoshio 'SOUlld,
diredor-genernl oftheJapan

Agency for Marine-Earth Sei­
ence and Technology. lhis }'e:lI's
e\'cnt was a greal success: more
lIlan l.soo scientists and engi­
n~rs showed up in the Emer­
ald City. The conference, '\ilh
more than 300 tcchnical ses·
sions with topics on renewable

cncrg}', coastal ha"':mls. gulf
oil spill and ecological stud-
ies on aquatkorgallisms. was
accompanied by a large exhibi­
lion "itJl 1.59 exhibilors from
the United Slates. Canada.
llle Netherlands. South Africa,

United Kingdom. Norn"aY lIlid
Uussia. New and existing tech­
nologies were showcased for an
audience that was \'CI)' inter­
national. tJlC delegates ha\ing
trm'CJled 10 ScaUle fWlIIlIlore
tJlllll 35 countries. 'Ihe exhibi­
tion area experienced highs and
lows in altendance hut the sel
up was ob'';ously good with all
tJ,e coffee and tea breaks 011 the
show floor. O\'craJl, the exhibi­
lors were said to he pleaSt.'<1 with
the qualityofthe visitors, On
the confcrence sidc. all sessions

were located \"Cl)'dosc 10 tJlC
show floor. with dclegates hm'·
ing n widc army oftopics to
choose from Ihereby not a1W'3)"S

making it c3S)' to choose_ Ted
Brockett. conference CCH:hair
of the OCEANS '10 ~rrs/IEF.E

Loc-J.I Organising Committee
wascolwinced that this years
C'o'elll was stronger than C\"Cf":

'with a large and In'f:l)'exhi.
bition. cutting-edgc technical
sessions and outstanding pJe..
nal)' speakers-. as he puts it
lhe location. Scattle. probably
played a par1 in this. It will be
hard to beat this next )'C'df in
Uawaii. howe\'er beautifuI, for
a lot ofpeople still remote and
somL1illles expensi\'e 10 tmvel
to,lfthe toeal Organising Com·
miUeeofOCEANS'lI succeeds
in organising an exhibition and
conference comparable to this
rear, it lIlay wcll be wortJ, going
10 :m~'way.
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Unmanned Underwater Vehicle Showcase (UUVS 2010)
The UUVS llnnlllu show pro·
\ided lUI cxcellent forum for
thc ROV lind t\UV industries
to discuss thc lalest ad\'ance·
menls in tcchno[og}' and
its llpplicalion. Each year. II

strong technico.l programme
organised by the Underwuter
Robotics Group ofthe Societ)·
for Undef'\o\"ater Technology
has helped 10 attract the lead·
ing manufacturers and sensor
providers to this show. but 0­

bUS}'lInd competith-e confer,
ence and exhibition schedule
has had a significant impact
on the number ofvisitors 10

the show. To reo.lisc the full
potential of the conference,
organisers Reed Exhibitions
and SlIT "''Cre. al the lime of
the ~'ent, in discussions on
the most benefidal way to
lake the conference forward.

As II possible farewell 10 South·
ampton. this year's cvcnt
pro\'ed to be more thun apt, 'Ihe
conference programme_ which
was chaired by Jim Mann. deli\'­
ered some grent presentations,
lhe keynote talks oJlcned \\iUI
n market analysis ofUUV Tech·
nology pro\ided by Bill Don­
aldson ofQuest Offshore. Colin
Manson ofD:'ITL provided an
insight into the United King­
dom's Minislry of Defcnce StlOlt­
egy. This was followed byTom
Altshuler. who shared the Td·
edyne Webb Research under·
""ater glider offering with the
audience. lhe remainder ofthe
afternoon continued "ith the
SlIT's highly popular Gadgets
and Widgets and a strong O\'er­
\iew ofthe Intest nd\'anccs into
ROV technology. Day one ofthe
conference came to a close wilh

])ol1:1ld Faulds' great workshop
Oil how to interr.1ce subsea sen­
sors :lIld actuators 10 1I0Vs nnd
AUVs.

UUVS has ah\~IYs prescnted one
of the best fonmls for mem·

bers of the UUV industr)' to
network. with the allnllal Galn
Dinner largel)' responsible for
this. lhis rcar thc dinner took
place shortly aftcr thc close
ofdar one at the Dockg.lle 4

bar & grill. which is located
in thc fonner ballroom of the
South Western Uotel. 1lle din­
ner wus IIttendL'd by most of the
exhibitors and delegates ;md
superseded expectations as II
networking C'o'ening..

Day two ofthe conference con·
tinued where the pJ'C\'iotis dny
had lefi.off. lile morning fomm

provided nn overview of mili·
tnry uses fur UUVs.lhe ncxt
Session 'hroke the icc' for dis­
Cllssions on AliV technolo~,'y

when ISE's Tristan Crees deli\"­
ered a talk on the use ofAUVs
for under icc Arctic opcmtions
thut hnd the attendees bU7.zing.
'Ihe e\'cnt closed \\ith an oppor­
tunit)" for academia to show
off the l:ltest nrl\'allCCS and
rescllrch within the industry,

lhe future ofU1.NS was a prom­
inenttopic ofdiscussion this
~~ar, \\ith specuIation that il
"ill be held pamllelto the bian·
nual Oceanolog)' Intemutionlii.
Whatc\'er the fate ofUUVS,
2010, although low in numbers.
remained consistent!}' high in
qualit)' nnd \'3lue_
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